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Class Description – 
In this class students will be exploring various aspects of science including scientific inquiry, forces and interactions, energy, structures and processes of organisms, inheritance and variation of traits, and the unity and diversity of biological evolution. Students will take part in labs, group work, and research projects that reinforce key concepts. All concepts that are taught throughout this course are working in alignment the Next Generation Science Standards. 
Class Expectations

· Responsibility and organization are the keys toward a successful school year.  You will use your Student Planner daily to record assignments and due dates.
· All students are expected to properly address their papers with name, date, and description of assignment.
We expect every student to come into class with a positive attitude. Follow the classroom rules and treat others with respect. Do your homework, study for your tests and ask for help when you don’t understand something. If you need help and are afraid to see us during class, ask for a pass during study hall or during student prep/advisorship time. 
Classroom Rules

1. Be Respectful to your classmates, teacher, and yourself

2. Come to class prepared, both mentally and physically

3. Be responsible and courteous when using classroom materials

4. Ask for help when you need it.

5. Be Honest

6. Be Safe

Consequences 

When Classroom or school rules are not followed:

1. Warning

2. Detention

3. Parent Contact and Detention

4. Office Referral
Materials Needed

· Student Planner (Provided by the school)

· Green Notebook
· Green Folder
· Pencils 

· Erasers

** If anyone has problems getting all of their supplies, please contact or see us privately. 
Grading Policy:

A     93% - 100%               C      74% - 77%
A-    90% - 92%                 C-     70% - 73%
B+   87% - 89%                 D+    67% - 69%
B     84% - 86%                 D      64% - 66%
B-    80% - 83%                 D-     60% - 63%
C+   78% - 79%                 F       59% and below

Grades will be determined by homework assignments, tests and quizzes, daily notes and notebook organization.  All assignments will count toward your grade.
Homework

Homework will be assigned each day. Homework must be complete in order to be graded. Homework that is not finished and turned in at the BEGINNING of class will be considered late and points will be deducted accordingly. 
Late Work

Late work is any assignment that is not turned in at the beginning of class on its due date. 10% of the total points for an assignment will be deducted for each day an assignment is late. 

Tests and Quizzes

Test and quizzes will be given throughout the year. Student will be given adequate time to prepare as well as a time for review questions in class and a study guide to practice with. 
Absences

Students need to be accountable for themselves. If a student misses a day of school, he or she is responsible to get the notes, handouts, and any homework assignments that were given while they were gone. I will not remind you or seek you out to give you what you missed while you were gone. Make-up work is due the following class period after receiving it. 
Technology Use

The appropriate use of technology in this classroom is required. As part of our curriculum, students will be using technology. Students must abide by the Acceptable Use Policy put together by the district. If a student fails to follow the rules of the Acceptable Use Policy, they may lose their technology privileges in this classroom, as well as any other consequences outlined in the Acceptable Use Policy. 

Cell Phones/iPods: Cell phones and iPods are prohibited in this classroom unless otherwise specified during a specific class period. If a student is found using their electronic devices, they will be taken and stored in a safe location. If an electronic device is taken before lunch period, the student may pick up their device at the end of the day. If an electronic device is taken after lunch period, the student may pick up their device the next morning. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
By signing this syllabus you are acknowledging that you read and understood the condition of its contents. Please return no later than Monday, September 9, 2013.
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